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Celebrating Black Social Studies / History: Heroes and
Trailblazers

Step into the story: Explore the past, celebrate the present, and build a brighter future together!

■ Mary Seacole was a brave nurse who travelled to the Crimean War to care for
soldiers. She used her own money to set up the 'British Hotel' to provide food and
medicine for those in need.

■ Walter Tull became the first Black officer to lead white British soldiers into battle
during the First World War. He was also a professional footballer who played for
Tottenham Hotspur.

■ Olive Morris was a brilliant community leader in the 1970s. She worked hard to
ensure that all children had access to fair housing and a good education in their local
neighbourhoods.

■ Dr Maggie Aderin-Pocock is a famous British space scientist who uses her
expertise to teach children about the wonders of the stars and planets in our vast
universe.

■ Black Social Studies / History Month is not just about looking at the past; it is a time
to honour the scientists, artists, and leaders of today who are working to make our
world a kinder place.

Did you know? Did you know that Black Social Studies / History Month was first celebrated in the UK in
1987? It was organised by Akyaaba Addai-Sebo, who wanted to create a time for people to share and
celebrate the often-untold history and achievements of Black people.

Key vocabulary: Contribution · Trailblazer · Diversity · Heritage · Equality · Legacy
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