
BookFlik English  |  Year 4

Adjective Architects: Building Better Sentences

Transform your writing from plain to powerful—choose your adjectives with care!

■ What is the primary role of an adjective? An adjective is a word that describes or
provides more information about a noun or a pronoun.

■ How do adjectives change our perception? By selecting precise adjectives, a writer
can influence the reader's mood, such as changing a 'house' into a 'dreadful,
decaying mansion' or a 'cozy, sun-drenched cottage'.

■ Can adjectives have synonyms? Yes! Using a thesaurus to find more powerful
adjectives, like swapping 'big' for 'colossal' or 'gigantic', helps create a more
sophisticated vocabulary.

■ Where do adjectives usually sit? In English, adjectives are most commonly placed
before the noun they modify, though they can also follow verbs like 'is' or 'seems'.

■ Why should we avoid overusing adjectives? While adjectives add detail, using too
many can clutter a sentence; always aim for quality over quantity to ensure your
writing remains clear.

Did you know? Did you know? The word 'adjective' comes from the Latin word 'adjectivus', which means 'to
add'. Just as Max the monkey uses maths to solve puzzles, writers use adjectives to add detail to their
stories, turning a simple 'dog' into a 'shaggy, energetic, golden retriever'!

Key vocabulary: Adjective · Noun · Modification · Descriptive · Precision · Vivid · Synonym · Antonym
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