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Mastering Descriptive Language with Max and Zara

Learning objective: To use expanded noun phrases and precise adjectives to create vivid imagery in
descriptive writing.

Use the prompts below to build a descriptive piece about a magical forest. Think about how Max (who loves
patterns) and Zara (who loves art) would describe the textures, colours, and shapes they see. Aim to include
at least two adjectives for every noun you choose.

As Max and Zara stepped into the Whispering Woods, they were greeted by an ancient oak tree with
gnarled, silver bark and leaves that shimmered like emeralds.

Word bank: vibrant · enormous · shimmering · ancient · glistening · furthermore · consequently · in contrast ·
startlingly · intricate

1. The Forest Floor: Describe the ground beneath their feet. What textures and colours can
you see? Start with: Underneath their boots, the forest floor was... (2 marks)

2. The Magical Creatures: Describe a small animal hidden in the bushes. Use adjectives to
describe its movement and appearance. Start with: Peering through the foliage, they
spotted a... (2 marks)

3. The Light and Atmosphere: Explain why the forest feels different from a normal park. Use
the word 'vibrant'. Start with: The light filtering through the canopy appeared... (3 marks)

4. Compare and Contrast: How might Zara’s artistic view of the forest differ from Max’s
mathematical view? Explain your reasoning. (3 marks)

Free resource from BookFlik · bookflik.com/resources Page 1



5. Justify Your Choice: If you were to add one more adjective to describe the 'silence' of the
woods, which word would you choose and why? (2 marks)

6. Creative Extension: Imagine a rare, glowing flower. Write a short paragraph using at least
three sophisticated adjectives to describe its smell, touch, and appearance. (4 marks)

Extension challenge: Challenge: Rewrite one of your paragraphs replacing every adjective with a more
powerful, ambitious synonym. For example, instead of 'big', use 'colossal' or 'monumental'. Justify why your
new choice creates a stronger image for the reader.
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