BookFlik English | Year 4

Adventures with Adverbs: A Journey through the Jungle

Learning objective: To identify and use adverbs to express time, place, and cause, and to understand how they
modify verbs to add detail.

Read the story of Max the monkey below. Look closely at the underlined words. These are adverbs. Answer the
questions that follow to show your understanding of how they describe actions.

Max the monkey was feeling adventurous. He climbed the mahogany tree <u>cautiously</u> because the
branches were slippery after the rain. <u>Yesterday</u>, he had spotted a rare golden fruit, so he searched
<u>everywhere</u> in the canopy. He moved <u>swiftly</u> from branch to branch. While he rested, he
looked <u>nearby</u> and saw his friend Bea the honeybee flying <u>patiently</u> toward a blossom. Max
smiled; he visited this spot <u>frequently</u> to admire the view.

Word bank: cautiously - swiftly - patiently - frequently - nearby - yesterday - everywhere

1. Identify one adverb from the passage that tells us 'when' an action happened and explain
why you chose it. (2 marks)

2. Max moved 'swiftly'. If he had moved 'sluggishly' instead, how would that change the
reader's understanding of Max's mood or energy? (2 marks)

3. Find the adverb that describes 'where' Max was searching. What would happen if we
removed this word from the sentence? (2 marks)

4. Look at the sentence: 'Bea flew patiently.' Rewrite this sentence adding a new adverb to
describe 'how' she flew, and one to describe 'where'. (2 marks)

5. Compare and contrast the adverbs 'cautiously' and 'swiftly'. Can a character be both at the
same time? Justify your answer. (3 marks)
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6. Explain why writers use adverbs to enhance their storytelling. What might happen to a
story if no adverbs were used at all? (3 marks)

Draw: Draw a picture of Max the monkey in the jungle canopy. Label your drawing with at
least three adverbs that describe how he is interacting with his environment (e.g., 'carefully
balancing', ‘eagerly reaching’).

Extension challenge: Write a short paragraph (50—75 words) describing a secret mission for Kit the fox. You
must include at least four different types of adverbs: one of time, one of place, one of manner, and one of
frequency. Underline them in your writing.
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