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The Art of Elegant Script: A Handwriting Challenge

Learning objective: To improve handwriting legibility, consistency, and the quality of joins while maintaining a
comfortable posture.

Follow the guidance of Pip the bookworm to refine your letter formation. Ensure your ascenders (like l, t, d) and
descenders (like g, j, p) are distinct, and focus on consistent spacing between words. Remember to sit tall and
keep your paper at a slight angle.

Pip the bookworm crawled across the crisp, white page, leaving a trail of beautiful, flowing ink in his wake. To
master the art of handwriting, one must find a steady rhythm. Imagine your pen is a paintbrush, gliding across
the parchment with grace. When you link your letters, ensure the joins are smooth, making your words look like
a connected chain of thought. Precision is the key to clarity, and patience is the secret ingredient that turns
simple scribbles into a magnificent masterpiece of expression.

Word bank: magnificent · journey · ascender · descender · fluency · calligraphy · rhythm · precision

1. Explain why it is important to keep your ascenders and descenders the correct height when
writing in a cursive style. (2 marks)

2. Compare and contrast 'joined-up' writing with 'print' writing. Why might joined-up writing be
considered more efficient? (3 marks)

3. Justify your answer: Does the speed at which you write affect the quality of your
handwriting? Provide a reason for your opinion. (2 marks)

4. What might happen to the readability of a piece of writing if the spacing between words is
inconsistent or missing? (2 marks)

5. Look at the word 'magnificent'. Identify the ascenders and descenders within this word and
describe how they differ in their formation. (3 marks)
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Draw: Illustrate Pip the bookworm using a large quill pen to write a poem on a giant leaf,
ensuring you show careful attention to his posture and the neatness of his letters.

Extension challenge: Design a new style of 'alphabet' script. Create a full set of capital and lowercase letters
that follow a specific theme (e.g., 'Ocean Waves' or 'Geometric Shapes'). Write a paragraph using your new
alphabet and justify your design choices in a short evaluation.

Free resource from BookFlik · bookflik.com/resources Page 2


