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Mastering the Art of Penmanship: A Guide by Zara the
Zebra

Learning objective: To improve handwriting fluency, consistency, and join style in line with the Year 4
curriculum expectations.

Follow this writing frame to describe the importance of clear handwriting. Use the word bank to help you link
your ideas together. Remember to focus on your ascenders, descenders, and consistent sizing.

Handwriting is much more than just putting ink on a page; it is a unique, visual expression of our own
individual thoughts.

Word bank: Furthermore · consequently · in addition · as a result · elegant · legibility · consistent · precisely ·
flow · nevertheless

1. The Importance of Clarity: Why is it vital to ensure that your letters are formed correctly
and that your work is easy for others to read? Start by saying... (2 marks)

2. Developing a Personal Style: How does your handwriting change when you focus on
joining your letters? Explain why speed and neatness are often difficult to balance... (2
marks)

3. The Mechanics of Movement: Describe the physical process of writing. How do you
position your paper and your hand to ensure a smooth flow across the line? Justify your
method... (3 marks)
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4. Reflecting on Progress: Compare and contrast your writing from the start of the year with
your current work. What specific improvements have you made to your letter sizing? (3
marks)

5. Creative Expression: If you were to design a new style of calligraphy, what features
would it have? Describe your ideal alphabet design... (3 marks)

6. The Future of Writing: What might happen if we stopped using handwriting altogether
and relied only on technology? Explain why you think handwriting will or will not remain
important... (3 marks)

Extension challenge: Zara the Zebra loves patterns. Write a short poem about the 'dance' of the pen
across the page, ensuring that every letter is perfectly joined and that your ascenders reach the top of the
line.
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