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Max’s Musical Dynamics Guide

Master the Volume: Let’s Make Some Noise!

■ Dynamics refer to the different levels of volume in a piece of music, ranging from
very quiet to very loud.

■ The marking 'p' stands for piano, which is a direction to play softly.

■ The marking 'f' stands for forte, which is a direction to play loudly and boldly.

■ A crescendo is a musical instruction for the sound to gradually get louder over
time.

■ A diminuendo is a musical instruction for the sound to gradually get quieter over
time.

■ Composers use dynamics to add emotion and excitement to their music, helping to
tell a story through sound.

Did you know? Did you know? The word 'piano' actually comes from the Italian term 'piano e forte', which
means 'soft and loud'. Even though we call the instrument a piano, its full original name was 'pianoforte'
because it was the first keyboard instrument that could play both soft and loud notes depending on how
hard the keys were pressed!

Key vocabulary: Dynamics · Piano · Forte · Crescendo · Diminuendo · Volume · Tempo
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