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Bea’s Brilliant Classification Keys

Learning objective: To understand how to use and create classification keys to identify living things.

Read the text carefully and answer the questions below to show your understanding of classification.

Bea the honeybee is busy in the meadow today. She is helping her friends identify the various creatures
living in the long grass. To do this, Bea uses a classification key. A classification key is a clever tool that asks
a series of 'yes' or 'no' questions about an animal’s characteristics. For example, the first question might ask:
'Does the animal have a backbone?' If the answer is 'yes', you follow the path to the vertebrate group. If the
answer is 'no', you move towards the invertebrate group. By answering each question, you eventually narrow
down your options until you identify the specific creature. Bea loves using these keys because they turn
nature into a giant puzzle. Whether it is a beetle with six legs or a bird with feathers, every living thing has
unique features. Using a key helps us organise the natural world, making it much easier to study and protect
the environment. Next time you are in the garden, look closely at the small creatures you find and try to
group them by their features, just like Bea!

Word bank: Classification · Key · Characteristic · Organism · Invertebrate · Vertebrate · Identify

1. According to the text, what is the first question Bea suggests asking when using a
classification key? (1 mark)

2. What are the two main groups mentioned that animals are sorted into based on having a
backbone? (2 marks)

3. Why does Bea think classification keys are useful for studying the natural world? (2
marks)

4. If you found a creature with no backbone, why would a classification key be helpful to
you? (2 marks)
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5. Do you think it is important to classify living things? Explain your opinion using a reason
from the text. (3 marks)

Draw: Draw a simple classification key that helps a child decide if an animal is a bird or an
insect based on physical features like wings, legs, and feathers.

Extension challenge: Choose three garden animals (e.g., a spider, a snail, and a robin) and write your own
set of 'yes' or 'no' questions to create a classification key that identifies all three.
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