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Max’s Musical Mystery Tour: The Elements of Sound

Unlock the secrets of sound and become a musical maestro with Max the Monkey!

■ Pitch is how high or low a sound is; a tiny bird whistling has a high pitch, while a
deep drum has a low pitch.

■ Tempo is the speed of the music; we use terms like 'allegro' for fast music and
'adagio' for slow music.

■ Dynamics describe how loud or quiet the music is; composers use 'forte' for loud
and 'piano' for quiet.

■ Timbre (pronounced tam-ber) is the unique 'color' or quality of a sound that helps
us tell a flute apart from a trumpet.

■ Rhythm is the pattern of long and short sounds that keep the music moving forward
in time.

Did you know? Did you know? Your ears are like tiny scientists! They detect vibrations in the air and turn
them into the music you love. Even the silence between notes is an important part of a piece of music,
helping to create shape and structure.

Key vocabulary: Pitch · Tempo · Dynamics · Timbre · Rhythm · Melody · Staccato · Legato
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