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Lowry’s Industrial Landscapes: A Creative Study

Learning objective: To analyse the artistic style of L.S. Lowry, focusing on his use of perspective,
composition, and simplified human figures to capture the industrial atmosphere of Northern England.

Step into the studio with Zara the zebra! Zara is fascinated by how L.S. Lowry used a limited colour palette
and simple shapes to create busy, rhythmic scenes. Follow the steps below to complete your own
Lowry-inspired masterpiece and answer the higher-order thinking questions to demonstrate your
understanding of his technique.

Word bank: Industrial · Perspective · Matchstick men · Atmosphere · Palette · Composition · Urban ·
Foreground

1. Lowry often used a very limited colour palette, such as whites, greys, and ochres. Explain
why this choice of colour might have been effective for depicting an industrial town. (2
marks)

2. Compare and contrast the 'matchstick men' in Lowry's paintings with the way a
photographer might capture a crowd of people. Why do you think he chose this simplified
style? (3 marks)

3. In many of his paintings, the horizon line is set very high. How does this affect the
viewer’s perspective of the city? Justify your answer. (2 marks)

4. What might happen if Lowry had used bright, vibrant neon colours instead of his
signature muted tones? How would the mood of the artwork change? (2 marks)
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5. Look at the composition of a typical Lowry street scene. Why is it important for an artist
to consider the placement of factories and buildings in the background versus people in the
foreground? (2 marks)

6. If you were to paint your own local area in the style of Lowry, which landmark would you
place in the centre to represent your community? Explain your choice. (2 marks)

Draw: Using a pencil, sketch an urban scene inspired by Lowry. Focus on a tall, dark
factory with smoking chimneys in the background. In the foreground, draw small
'matchstick' figures going about their day. Use only four muted colours (e.g., grey, black,
white, and a dull red) to shade your scene, paying close attention to how you create depth.

Extension challenge: Research a specific painting by L.S. Lowry. Write a short critique as an art historian.
Describe the 'rhythm' of the painting—how do the shapes and lines move your eye across the canvas?
Does the scene feel lonely or full of community life? Use your own vocabulary to justify your interpretation.
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