BookFlik English | Year5

Mastering Punctuation with Max and Kit

Learning objective: To use a full range of punctuation correctly, including brackets, dashes, and commas to
indicate parenthesis, and colons to introduce a list.

Read each task carefully. Max and Kit are helping you sharpen your punctuation skills. Remember that
precision is key to clear communication!

N/A

Word bank: parenthesis - relative clause - colon - comma - dash - brackets - ambiguity - clarification

1. Max is organising his maths equipment. Rewrite the following sentence adding a colon to
introduce the items: 'Max packed his bag with a ruler a protractor a compass and a
calculator.' (2 marks)

2. Kit is writing about his latest invention. Add a pair of brackets to include the extra
information provided: 'The robotic arm (which was made of recycled aluminium) could lift a
heavy book with ease.' Explain why using brackets in this context helps the reader. (3
marks)

3. Insert a pair of dashes into this sentence to create emphasis: 'The forest floor was
covered in treasures acorns, fallen leaves and smooth pebbles.' (2 marks)

4. Compare and contrast the use of commas and brackets for parenthesis. When might a
writer choose brackets over commas? Justify your answer with an example. (4 marks)

5. Rewrite the following sentence to include a relative clause starting with ‘who' or 'which’,
punctuated correctly with commas: 'Pip the caterpillar loves reading books.' (2 marks)
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6. What might happen to the meaning of a sentence if a colon is placed incorrectly? Provide
an example of a sentence that becomes confusing or ambiguous due to poor punctuation.
(83 marks)

Draw: Draw a scene where Kit the fox is building a clever invention. Label the different parts
of his machine using arrows and descriptions, ensuring you use a colon to introduce your
list of parts.

Extension challenge: Write a short, persuasive paragraph (50-80 words) convincing a friend why
punctuation is the most important tool for a writer. You must include at least one colon, one pair of dashes,
and one relative clause.
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