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Expanding Your Vocabulary: Crafting Vivid
Descriptions

Learning objective: To use a wider range of vocabulary to create atmosphere and character, moving beyond
simple adjectives.

Use this scaffold to help you write a short descriptive scene. Think about how Max the monkey might
describe a busy marketplace or how Pip the caterpillar might describe the texture of a giant leaf. Use the
word bank to help elevate your sentences.

As the golden sun began to dip below the horizon, the forest transformed into a landscape of mysterious,
shifting shadows.

Word bank: furthermore · consequently · shimmering · astonishingly · vibrant · in contrast · nevertheless ·
intricate · subsequently · magnificent

1. Setting the Scene: Describe the environment using at least two sensory details. Start
with: 'The atmosphere in the area was...' or 'Everything around me appeared to be...' (2
marks)

2. Introducing a Character: Introduce a character from your own imagination. How do they
move or interact with their surroundings? Use an adverb to describe an action: 'Cautiously,
the explorer...' (2 marks)

3. Building Tension or Wonder: Explain why the character feels a certain way about this
location. Start with: 'This location was significant because...' (3 marks)
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4. Comparing Elements: Compare two different objects or feelings within your setting. Use:
'In contrast to the...', or 'Similarly, the...' (3 marks)

5. Justifying Choice: Why did you choose specific words (like 'shimmering' or 'intricate') to
describe your scene? Justify your choice by explaining the effect on the reader. (3 marks)

6. Refining the Ending: What might happen if the character decides to stay in this place
overnight? Use a connective like 'Consequently' or 'Furthermore' to finish your paragraph.
(2 marks)

Extension challenge: Challenge: Rewrite one of your paragraphs replacing every adjective with a more
powerful, sophisticated synonym. Then, explain why your new word choices make the writing more
engaging for the reader.
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