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Max’s Musical Mystery: Decoding Sound

Learning objective: To identify and describe the inter-related dimensions of music, including pitch, duration,
dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, and silence.

Max the monkey is organising a jungle concert, but he has mixed up the musical labels! Match the musical
elements in the Word Bank to the descriptions provided in the questions. Once matched, complete the
'Greater Depth' challenges to show your mastery of musical theory.

Word bank: Pitch · Duration · Dynamics · Tempo · Timbre · Texture · Silence

1. 1. Max describes the speed of the music. Whether the beat is fast like a galloping zebra or
slow like a crawling snail. Which element is this? (2 marks)

2. 2. Ellie the elephant notices how loud or quiet the notes are. She can play a soft, gentle
rumble or a loud, powerful trumpet blast. What is this element called? (2 marks)

3. 3. Explain why the 'Timbre' of a violin sounds different from the 'Timbre' of a drum, even
if they play the exact same note at the same speed. (3 marks)

4. 4. Compare and contrast 'Texture' and 'Duration'. How does each contribute to the overall
feeling of a piece of music? (3 marks)

5. 5. Justify your answer: Why is 'Silence' considered an essential element of music, rather
than just an absence of sound? (3 marks)

6. 6. What might happen to the mood of a song if the Tempo suddenly changed from very
slow to very fast? Describe the emotional impact on the listener. (3 marks)
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Draw: Draw a 'Musical Landscape' where the different elements are represented visually.
For example, draw jagged, high mountains to represent high pitch, or a wide, open field to
represent silence.

Extension challenge: Compose a short 'sound story' for Max the monkey. Write down a sequence of four
musical elements (e.g., Tempo: Fast, Dynamics: Quiet) and describe a scene that would fit those specific
characteristics. Then, explain which instruments you would choose to perform your composition and why.
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