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Max’s Musical Mystery Tour: Understanding the
Elements of Music

Tune into the rhythm and explore the secret ingredients that make every melody magical!

■ Pitch describes how high or low a sound is; a high-pitched note is like a bird's
chirp, while a low-pitched note is like a deep rumble of thunder.

■ Dynamics refer to the volume of the music; composers use Italian terms like 'forte'
for loud and 'piano' for quiet to tell musicians how to play.

■ Duration is the length of time a sound lasts, creating the rhythm that makes you
want to tap your feet or dance along.

■ Timbre is the unique 'colour' or quality of a sound; it is how you can tell the
difference between a trumpet and a violin even if they play the exact same note.

■ Texture describes how many layers of sound are happening at once; a solo singer
has a thin texture, whereas a whole orchestra creates a thick, rich texture.

Did you know? Did you know? The word 'tempo' comes from the Italian word for 'time'. Just like a heartbeat,
the tempo determines how fast or slow a piece of music feels, which is why your pulse often changes when
you listen to an energetic drum beat compared to a calm lullaby!

Key vocabulary: Tempo · Dynamics · Pitch · Duration · Texture · Timbre · Staccato · Legato
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