BookFlik Music | Year 4

Max’'s Musical Elements Detective Log

Learning objective: To identify and describe the inter-related dimensions of music, including duration, tempo,
dynamics, pitch, texture, and timbre.

Max the monkey is investigating a piece of music! Listen to a short musical track of your choice. Use this log
to act as a musical detective and analyse the specific elements you hear. Provide evidence for your
observations by describing exactly what you hear in the recording.

Word bank: Tempo - Dynamics - Pitch - Texture - Timbre - Duration - Crescendo - Staccato - Legato - Rhythm
- Melody - Harmony

1. Tempo and Duration: Describe the speed of the music (tempo) and the length of the notes
(duration). Is it fast or slow? Are the notes long and sustained or short and detached? (2
marks)

2. Dynamics: Identify the volume of the music. Does the volume change throughout the
piece? Use musical vocabulary to explain how the composer creates these changes. (2
marks)

3. Pitch and Melody: Is the melody generally high-pitched or low-pitched? Does the melody
move in steps or leaps? Describe the shape of the tune. (2 marks)

4. Texture and Timbre: Which instruments or voices can you hear? How do they layer
together to create the 'thickness' of the sound? Explain why the choice of instruments
creates a specific mood. (2 marks)
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5. Comparison: Compare this piece of music to a different genre of music. Justify why the
musical elements differ so significantly between the two styles. (4 marks)

6. Creative Synthesis: What might happen to the mood of the piece if you were to change
the tempo from 'Allegro’ (fast) to 'Adagio’ (slow)? Justify your answer using your
knowledge of musical elements. (4 marks)

Extension challenge: Compose a short 'soundscape’ description. If you were the composer, which
instruments would you add to this piece to make it sound more mysterious? Explain your choices using the
vocabulary from the word bank.
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