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Zara’'s Texture and Pattern Collage Challenge

Learning objective: To explore the formal elements of art by creating a textured collage using varied
materials and techniques, such as layering, overlapping, and colour mixing.

Zara the Zebra is planning a gallery exhibition about the natural world! To help her, you must design a
collage of a forest habitat. First, select materials that provide different textures (e.g., corrugated cardboard,
crinkled tissue paper, or smooth foil). Your goal is to create depth by overlapping these pieces. Use the word
bank to help you describe your artistic choices, and then answer the questions below to justify your creative
process.

Word bank: Foreground - Background - Texture - Overlapping - Contrast - Composition - Layering - Opacity

1. Explain why choosing materials with different textures helps to make your collage look
more realistic than a simple drawing. (2 marks)

2. Compare and contrast the effect of using 'overlapping’ versus placing items side-by-side
in your composition. (2 marks)

3. If you wanted to draw the viewer's eye to a specific point in your forest collage, how
would you use colour or scale to achieve this? (2 marks)

4. Justify your choice of materials for the background of your collage. Why did you choose
those specific colours or textures? (2 marks)

5. What might happen to the visual balance of your collage if you placed all your
dark-coloured pieces only on the left side? (2 marks)
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6. If you were to add a 'found object' (such as a dry leaf or a piece of fabric) to your collage,
how would it change the overall meaning of your artwork? (2 marks)

Draw: Create a thumbnail sketch of your intended collage. Use arrows to label where you
will place your different textured materials and mark which areas represent the foreground,
middle ground, and background.

Extension challenge: Zara wants to challenge you further: Create a second, smaller collage using only
recycled materials found at home or in the classroom (e.g., old magazines, scraps of wrapping paper, or
packaging). Your theme must be 'A Geometric Jungle'. You must use at least three different methods of
attachment (e.g., glue, tape, or slotting) and explain which method was most effective for holding heavy
materials in place.
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