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Zara’s Guide to the Magic of Printmaking

Get Inky! Discover the Art of Repeating Patterns.

■ What is relief printmaking? It is a technique where the raised, uncarved areas of a
block hold the ink, while the carved-out areas remain blank.

■ How do we apply ink evenly? A brayer, which is a small hand-held roller, is used to
spread a thin, smooth layer of ink across the surface of the printing block.

■ Why is 'pressure' important? By applying firm, consistent pressure to the back of
the paper, you ensure that the ink transfers cleanly from the block to create a sharp
impression.

■ Can a print be repeated? Yes! Once a block is inked, you can create a series of
identical prints, which artists often call an 'edition'.

■ What makes a good texture? Artists look for surfaces in nature, such as leaves,
bark, or woven fabrics, that can be pressed into soft materials to create unique
patterns.

Did you know? Did you know? In traditional relief printmaking, the image you carve into your block must be
a mirror image of the final result. This means that if you carve a letter or a shape, it will appear flipped when
you press it onto your paper!
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