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Writing a Life Story: The Art of the Biography

Step into the shoes of a storyteller and bring a life to the page!

m Why do biographies always follow a chronological order? It helps the reader
understand how events in the subject's early life shaped who they eventually became.

m Who is the 'subject’ of a biography? The subject is the real person whose life story
is being told by the author.

m Why is a biography written in the third-person? Using 'he', 'she’, or 'they' allows the
writer to observe the subject’s life from the outside and share a balanced view of their
experiences.

m What makes a biography engaging? Including specific anecdotes—short,
interesting stories about the person—helps the reader feel a real connection to the
subject's personality.

m What is the purpose of a biography? Biographies aim to celebrate a person’'s
achievements, document their challenges, and preserve their legacy for future
generations.

Did you know? Did you know? The word 'biography' comes from the Ancient Greek words 'bios’, meaning
life, and 'grapho’, meaning to write. Ellie the elephant loves reading them because they are like time
machines that let her step into the memories of extraordinary people!

Key vocabulary: Chronological - Third-person - Legacy - Anecdote - Perspective - Achievement -
Subject
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