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Mastering the Art of the Book Review

Learning objective: To understand the structural components and critical language required to write an engaging
and persuasive book review for a Class 5 audience.

Use these flashcards to revise the key features of writing a book review. Quiz yourself or a partner to ensure you
can identify the difference between a summary and an opinion.

What is the purpose of a book review?

To provide a brief summary of the plot and share an
informed, critical opinion to help others decide if they would

enjoy reading the book.

Define 'Synopsis' in the context of a review.

A concise summary of the main plot points, ensuring you
do not give away any 'spoilers' or the ending of the story.

Why should you identify the 'Target Audience' in your
review?

To explain who would most enjoy the book, such as fans of
mystery, younger readers, or those who appreciate

historical settings.

Explain the difference between a 'fact' and an 'opinion'
in a review.

A fact is a detail about the book (e.g., the title or genre),
while an opinion is your personal view on how effective or

enjoyable the writing was.

What does it mean to provide a 'Critical Analysis'?

It means looking deeper than the plot to discuss how the
author used language, character development, or themes

to create an effect on the reader.

How can you make your review 'Persuasive'?

Use strong, descriptive adjectives and emotive language to
convince the reader why the book is worth their time.

Why is it important to mention the 'Atmosphere' or
'Tone' of a book?

It helps the reader understand the mood of the story, such
as whether it is suspenseful, humorous, melancholic, or

light-hearted.

What is the role of the 'Recommendation' section?

To give a final verdict, often including a star rating or a
specific suggestion of who would love this story the most.

How does Pip, the BookFlik bookworm, approach a
review?

Pip focuses on the 'word choices' the author uses, noting
down interesting vocabulary that brings the setting to life.

Explain why you should avoid 'spoilers' in your
synopsis.

To preserve the element of surprise and suspense for
future readers who want to experience the plot twists

themselves.

Justify why an author might use a specific
'Protagonist' in their story.

The protagonist drives the narrative, allowing the reader to
experience the challenges and emotional growth of the plot

through their perspective.

What might happen to your review if it lacks 'Critical
Analysis'?

It might become merely a retelling of the plot, failing to offer
the reader any insight into the quality or impact of the

storytelling.
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