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Leo’s Lyrical Laboratory: The Magic of Poetry

Unleash your imagination and let your words dance off the page!

■ What is a stanza? Think of it as a 'paragraph' of poetry, where groups of lines are
gathered together to create a specific mood or focus.

■ How does rhythm work? Just like a heartbeat, poetry often has a steady beat called
metre, created by the pattern of stressed and unstressed syllables.

■ Why do poets use personification? By giving human qualities to non-human things,
like saying 'the wind whispered secrets,' poets make their writing feel alive and
relatable.

■ What is the power of a metaphor? A metaphor describes one thing as if it were
another to create a vivid picture in the reader's mind, such as 'the sky was a velvet
blanket.'

■ Why choose alliteration? By repeating the same starting sounds in nearby words,
like 'the bubbling brook,' poets create a musical quality that is fun to read aloud.

Did you know? Did you know that poetry is one of the oldest forms of human expression? Before people
wrote things down in books, they used rhythmic poems to remember history, epic adventures, and important
traditions so they could pass them on to the next generation by heart!

Key vocabulary: Alliteration · Onomatopoeia · Metaphor · Personification · Stanza · Rhythm · Imagery
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