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Mastering Magnificent Vocabulary with Pip

Learning objective: To improve writing by selecting powerful adjectives, verbs, and adverbs to enhance
description and impact.

Pip the bookworm caterpillar has been busy collecting brilliant words! Use your knowledge of synonyms and
word classes to complete the tasks below. Remember to choose words that create a vivid picture in the
reader's mind.

Word bank: glistening · sprint · enormous · cautiously · vibrant · trudge · fragile · magnificent

1. Pip wants to replace the boring verb 'walk' in the sentence: 'The snail started to walk
across the leaf.' Select a more precise verb from the word bank and justify why it is a better
choice for describing a snail's movement. (2 marks)

2. Identify the adjective in the word bank that best describes something that is very delicate.
Use this word in a new sentence about a butterfly's wings. (2 marks)

3. Compare the adjectives 'enormous' and 'magnificent'. Explain how they differ in meaning
and provide an example of a noun that could be described by both. (3 marks)

4. Rewrite the following sentence by adding one powerful adverb and one vibrant adjective:
'The fox moved through the forest.' Explain how your new words change the tone of the
sentence. (3 marks)

5. What might happen to the reader’s understanding of a story if an author only uses
simple, repetitive vocabulary instead of choosing more descriptive alternatives? (2 marks)
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6. Justify your answer: Is it always better to use the longest, most complex word available
in a thesaurus? Why or why not? (2 marks)

Draw: Draw Pip the bookworm caterpillar sitting on a mushroom, surrounded by bubbles
that contain your favourite 'magnificent' words from today's lesson.

Extension challenge: Write a short paragraph (4-6 sentences) describing a stormy day. Your challenge is
to avoid using the words 'big', 'fast', 'wet', or 'loud'. Instead, use at least four words from the word bank and
find your own synonyms to make the scene feel truly dramatic.
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