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Max’s Musical Mystery: Decoding the Rhythms

Learning objective: To identify and understand the duration of musical notes including semibreves, minims,
crotchets, and quavers within a 4/4 time signature.

Max the monkey is composing a jungle symphony, but he has mixed up his musical notation! Look at the
'Rhythm Bank' below. Your task is to act as the musical editor. Use the values provided to complete the bars
in Max's composition. Each bar must equal exactly 4 beats. Choose the correct note values to ensure every
bar adds up correctly.

Word bank: Semibreve (4 beats) · Minim (2 beats) · Crotchet (1 beat) · Quaver (1/2 beat) · Bar line · Time
signature

1. Max has written a bar with one Minim and one Crotchet. How many more beats are
needed to complete the 4/4 bar? Justify your answer using mathematical terms. (2 marks)

2. Compare and contrast a Semibreve and a Quaver. Why is it impossible to fit more than
one Semibreve in a 4/4 bar? (2 marks)

3. If Max wants to use only Quavers in a bar, how many would he need to fill it? Explain
your calculation. (2 marks)

4. Look at this sequence: Crotchet, Crotchet, Minim. Explain why this sequence is
mathematically balanced for a 4/4 time signature. (2 marks)

5. What might happen to the rhythm of a piece of music if you accidentally replaced a
Crotchet with a Minim? How would the listener perceive the change in pace? (2 marks)
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6. Design your own 4-beat bar using a combination of at least three different note types.
Write the sequence clearly. (2 marks)

Draw: Draw a set of five lines (a musical stave) and illustrate the notes for your 4-beat bar
created in the final question. Make sure your note heads are positioned neatly on or
between the lines.

Extension challenge: Max wants to create a complex rhythm using a 'dotted minim'. Research or deduce
how many beats a dot adds to a note. If a minim is 2 beats, how many beats is a dotted minim worth?
Write a short paragraph justifying how this would change the way a musician counts the beat.
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