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Max’s Musical Melodies: Mastering Vocal Expression

Learning objective: To understand and apply elements of vocal performance including pitch, dynamics,
tempo, and articulation to express emotion in song.

Max the monkey has discovered that singing is just like solving a maths puzzle—you need to combine
different elements to get the right result! Read the descriptions of how to use your voice below. Your task is
to match these musical terms to the correct 'emotional scenario' and explain why your choice would help the
audience understand the mood of the song.

Word bank: Pitch · Dynamics · Tempo · Articulation · Legato · Staccato

1. Scenario A: You are singing a song about a gentle, drifting cloud. Which element would
you use to change how smooth or choppy your notes sound? Justify your choice. (2 marks)

2. Scenario B: You are singing about a thunderstorm approaching. How would you alter
your dynamics and tempo to make the song feel more intense? Explain your reasoning. (2
marks)

3. Scenario C: If you wanted to sing a high, happy note to show excitement, which element
of music are you focusing on? Describe how this changes the sound. (2 marks)

4. Compare and contrast: How does changing your articulation from 'staccato' (short and
detached) to 'legato' (smooth and connected) change the story you are telling the
audience? (2 marks)

5. What might happen if a singer performed a lullaby using very loud dynamics and a fast
tempo? Explain why this might confuse the listener. (2 marks)
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6. Max wants to perform a song about a busy marketplace. Choose three musical elements
and describe how you would combine them to create the atmosphere of a bustling, noisy
crowd. (2 marks)

Draw: Draw a 'Sound Map' for a song about a hidden forest. Use symbols or colours to
show where the music should get louder (dynamics), faster (tempo), or higher (pitch).

Extension challenge: Write a short set of lyrics (four lines) about a sunrise. Next to your lyrics, write
'performance instructions' for a partner, telling them exactly which dynamics, tempo, and articulation they
should use to make the sunrise feel magical.
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