BookFlik Re | Year 4

A Winter Celebration: Traditions and Sharing

Learning objective: To understand the significance of Christmas as a time for reflection, generosity, and
community in the UK, while exploring the themes of charity and historical traditions.

Read the text carefully, then answer the questions below. Use full sentences and refer back to the text to
support your answers.

As the winter solstice approaches, communities across the UK prepare for Christmas. While many see it as a
time for festive lights and gifts, for others, it is a period of deep reflection and peace. Ellie the elephant, who
loves history, explains that many traditions actually pre-date modern times. For instance, the use of
evergreen plants like holly and ivy symbolises the endurance of life during the cold, dark winter. In the spirit
of community, many people choose to focus on generosity. Local food banks see an increase in donations,
and neighbours often check on those living alone to ensure they feel included. Whether it is sharing a meal
that costs a modest £15 to prepare or simply writing a thoughtful card, the focus remains on kindness. Max
the monkey notes that even the act of gift-giving involves careful maths, as families balance their budgets to
ensure every present is chosen with care. Ultimately, Christmas serves as a gentle reminder that happiness
is often found not in the items we receive, but in the warmth of our connections with one another.

Word bank: charity - tradition - reflection - community - generosity - evergreen

1. According to the text, why do people use evergreen plants like holly and ivy during the
winter? (2 marks)

2. What are two examples of 'generosity’' mentioned in the passage? (2 marks)

3. Why might some people feel that Christmas is a time for 'reflection’ rather than just a time
for receiving gifts? (3 marks)

4. Explain why the author mentions Max the monkey and his interest in maths in relation to
gift-giving. (3 marks)
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5. Do you agree that the most important part of Christmas is our ‘connections with one
another'? Justify your answer. (4 marks)

Draw: Draw a scene showing a community gathering where people are helping each other,
including symbols of nature like holly or ivy to represent the season.

Extension challenge: Imagine you are planning a community Christmas meal. Research the cost of
ingredients for a simple dish. Create a budget plan for 10 people, ensuring your total cost is under £50.
Justify why you chose your specific menu and explain how your choices demonstrate the spirit of
generosity.
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