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Diwali: The Festival of Lights

Learning objective: To understand the significance and traditions of Diwali within Hinduism, Sikhism, and Jainism.

Read each flashcard carefully to learn about the key aspects of Diwali. Use these facts to help you answer the
deeper thinking questions provided.

What is Diwali? What are Diyas?

Hindus, Sikhs, and Jains, symbolising the spiritual victory lit dunng Dlwall to represent the light of knowledge and to
of light over darkness and good over evil. welcome prosperity.

What is Rangoli? Why is Goddess Lakshmi important during Diwali?

floor near entrances using coloured sand, rice, or flower prosperity, believing that she visits clean and WeII lit homes
petals to welcome guests and bring good luck. to bring blessings for the year ahead.

What is the story of Rama and Sita? How do Sikhs celebrate Diwali?

return home after 14 years of exile; V|Ilagers lit rows of celebrating the day Guru Hargoblnd Ji was released from
lamps to guide their path in the darkness. prison, symbolising freedom and justice.

What does the light represent in Diwali? Why do people wear new clothes during Diwali?

and truth, which helps to drive away the 'darkness of celebratlon of new beglnnlngs as the festlval c0|nC|des with
ignorance and hatred. the start of a new lunar year.

How is Jains' celebration of Diwali different? What is the significance of sharing sweets (Mithai)?

Mahawra attaining Moksha (Irberatlon from the cycle of bonds expresses gratltude and shares the j joy and
birth and death). sweetness of life with friends and family.

What does 'Festival of Lights' imply about the

Why is it important to clean homes before Diwali?
atmosphere?

Lakshmr symbolrsrng the removal of negativity and the where the |Ilum|nat|on of thousands of lamps creates a
welcoming of positive energy. shared feeling of unity.
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