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Crafting Your Christmas Tale: A Storytelling Guide

Unwrap your imagination and let the festive magic flow onto the page!

m Setting the Scene: Use sensory imagery to describe the Christmas atmosphere.
What can your characters see, hear, and smell at the start of your story?

m The Festive Hook: Start with a moment of mystery or excitement, such as an
unexpected visitor or a strange discovery under the tree.

m Character Motivation: Every great Christmas story needs a goal. Does your
protagonist want to give a special gift, solve a winter puzzle, or discover the true
meaning of the season?

m Building Tension: Introduce a minor obstacle that must be overcome before the
celebration can begin.

m The Resolution: Ensure your story concludes with a heartwarming moment that
reflects themes of kindness, friendship, or community.

Did you know? Did you know? Traditional Christmas stories often use ‘pathetic fallacy', where the weather
reflects the mood of the characters. A swirling, bitter snowstorm might represent a character's internal
confusion, while a soft, glowing snowfall often symbolises peace and new beginnings.

Key vocabulary: Atmosphere - Personification - Narrative arc - Sensory imagery - Anticipation -
Festive - Nostalgia
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