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Mastering Colons and Semicolons with Max the Monkey

Max’s Mathematical Punctuation: Solving the Puzzle of Clear Sentences!

■ A colon is used to introduce a list of items. Example: Max packed his bag: a ruler, a
pencil, and a calculator.

■ Use a colon to introduce an explanation or an idea that follows a main clause.
Example: Max had one goal: to solve the puzzle.

■ Use a semicolon to join two independent clauses that are closely related. Example:
Max loves maths; he solves puzzles every day.

■ A semicolon can replace a conjunction like 'and' or 'because' to make your writing
more concise.

■ Always ensure the clauses on both sides of a semicolon could stand alone as
complete sentences.

■ Remember: The colon creates a dramatic pause, while the semicolon creates a
bridge between two ideas.

Did you know? Did you know? The semicolon is often called the 'soft full stop'. It is much stronger than a
comma but not quite as final as a full stop, making it the perfect tool to link two ideas that are closely related
in your writing!

Key vocabulary: Independent Clause · List · Pause · Relationship · Emphasis · Grammar
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