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The Narrative Architect: Crafting Atmospheric Settings

Learning objective: To use expanded noun phrases and sensory language to create vivid, atmospheric
settings for creative writing.

Max the monkey is building a 'story-world' and needs your help to describe three distinct locations. For each
setting, you must select one item from the Word Bank and combine it with a sensory detail (sight, sound,
smell, or touch) and an expanded noun phrase to create a compelling scene description. Aim to make your
reader feel like they are standing in the middle of the environment.

Word bank: glistening · cacophony · labyrinthine · ethereal · desolate · vibrant · fragrant · ominous · ancient ·
shimmering

1. Describe a bustling, busy market square. Use an expanded noun phrase to describe the
stalls and include one sensory detail about the atmosphere. Justify why you chose your
specific adjectives. (3 marks)

2. Describe a quiet, mysterious forest at twilight. Focus on the sounds and the light. Explain
why you chose the particular vocabulary to create a sense of mystery. (3 marks)

3. Compare and contrast your descriptions of the market and the forest. How does the
vocabulary change to reflect the difference in energy between these two locations? (3
marks)

4. What might happen if you suddenly moved a character from the bustling market into the
quiet forest? How would their internal monologue or actions change? (2 marks)
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5. Choose one of your settings and rewrite it by replacing your adjectives with more
sophisticated synonyms. Why do these new words improve the 'mood' of your writing? (2
marks)

6. Construct a sentence about a hidden, underwater cave using at least two expanded noun
phrases and one metaphor. Why is a metaphor often more effective than a simple simile? (2
marks)

Draw: Sketch the 'Labyrinthine Library' where Pip the caterpillar stores his word collection.
Include at least three visual details mentioned in your writing, such as spiralling shelves or
glowing lanterns.

Extension challenge: Write a short paragraph (80-100 words) describing a setting that changes from
'vibrant' to 'desolate' due to an unseen event. Use a variety of sentence structures and ensure your
vocabulary remains consistently rich throughout.
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