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The Lexicon Explorer: Vocabulary Mastery

Learning objective: To enhance creative writing by selecting precise, sophisticated vocabulary and exploring
the nuances of synonyms and antonyms.

Welcome, word-explorer! Today, you are working with Pip the bookworm. Your task is to upgrade your
writing by replacing 'boring' words with vivid, ambitious alternatives. Read each section carefully, select a
word from the bank, and justify your choices to show how your vocabulary selection changes the reader's
experience.

Word bank: Resplendent · Meticulous · Formidable · Tranquil · Perilous · Exhilarating · Luminous ·
Ambiguous · Reluctant · Melancholy

1. Refining the Setting: Choose a word from the bank to describe a quiet forest scene. Why
does this word create a better atmosphere than the word 'quiet'? (2 marks)

2. Character Analysis: If you were describing a brave but cautious explorer, which word
from the bank would best describe their personality? Explain your reasoning. (2 marks)

3. Synonym Search: Find two synonyms for the word 'bright' within the bank. Compare and
contrast how these two words might change the meaning of a sentence. (3 marks)

4. Contextual Application: Write a sentence using one of the words from the bank that
describes a challenging situation. What might happen if the character chooses to ignore the
danger? (3 marks)
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5. Vocabulary Evolution: Identify one word that is an antonym for 'joyful'. How does using
this word affect the reader's emotional connection to your piece of writing? (2 marks)

6. Justify Your Choice: Select your favourite word from the bank. Justify why this word is
more effective than a simpler alternative when writing for a Year 5 audience. (2 marks)

Extension challenge: Choose a paragraph from a book you are currently reading. Rewrite it by replacing
five common adjectives or verbs with more ambitious vocabulary from your own lexicon. Then, explain to a
partner why your new choices improve the imagery of the passage.
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