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Mastering Precise Vocabulary: Elevating Your Narrative

Learning objective: To improve writing quality by selecting precise, ambitious synonyms and understanding
the nuances between related words to enhance descriptive clarity.

Read each question carefully. Use the word bank to help you select the most effective vocabulary, ensuring
your sentences are sophisticated and engaging for your reader.

Word bank: Resplendent · Pondered · Exhilarating · Treacherous · Meticulous · Luminous · Gallant · Vast

1. Max is solving a complex maths puzzle. Instead of saying he 'thought about the problem',
replace the underlined phrase with a word from the bank that implies deep, careful
consideration. Justify why this word is more effective than 'thought'. (2 marks)

2. Finn the dolphin is navigating a dangerous storm. Which word from the bank best
describes the sea conditions? Explain why you chose this word over the word 'difficult'. (2
marks)

3. Zara is painting a sunset that looks bright and glowing. Choose the most appropriate
adjective from the bank to describe the scene. How does this word change the mood of the
sentence compared to using the word 'bright'? (2 marks)

4. Nova the owl is known for being extremely careful and precise with her research. Which
word from the bank best characterises her approach? Use this word in a new sentence
about an explorer. (2 marks)

5. Compare and contrast the words 'Resplendent' and 'Luminous'. In what specific contexts
would you use one rather than the other? Give an example for each. (3 marks)
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6. What might happen to the tone of a heroic story if you replaced the word 'Gallant' with
the word 'brave'? Discuss the impact of using more elevated vocabulary in creative writing.
(3 marks)

Draw: Draw a scene featuring Nova the owl exploring a 'vast' and 'resplendent' landscape.
Use labels to point out where your chosen vocabulary words are represented in your
artwork.

Extension challenge: Write a short paragraph (50-80 words) describing a hidden forest discovery. You
must include at least four words from the word bank, ensuring they are used in a way that creates a vivid,
atmospheric setting.
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