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Max the Monkey's Subtraction Station

Learning objective: To subtract one-digit and two-digit numbers to 20, including zero, using concrete objects
and pictorial representations.

Max the Monkey is at the market! Help him solve these subtraction puzzles by drawing dots to represent the
items, crossing out the ones he gives away, and writing the final number sentence. Follow the steps in each
box to find the answer.

Word bank: subtract · minus · take away · left · equals · difference · count back

1. Max has 12 bananas. He gives 4 to his friends. Draw 12 circles, cross out 4, and write the
number sentence. (2 marks)

2. Max has £15 in his pocket. He spends £5 on a shiny apple. How many pounds does he
have left? Show your working. (2 marks)

3. Max finds 18 colourful leaves. The wind blows 7 leaves away. How many leaves are left?
Write the subtraction calculation. (2 marks)

4. Max has 10 peanuts. He eats 10 peanuts. How many are left? Explain your answer. (2
marks)
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5. Create your own subtraction story for 14 - 6 = 8. Draw your items and write a sentence
about what is happening. (3 marks)

Extension challenge: Can you think of a way to use a number line to solve 19 - 5? Draw a number line from
0 to 20 and show your jumps!
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