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Mastering the Beat: A Guide to Tempo

Keep the rhythm, find your pace, and let the music fill the space!

■ Tempo is the speed at which a piece of music is played. It is measured by counting
how many beats occur in one minute (BPM).

■ Largo is a very slow, broad tempo. Imagine a giant tortoise walking across a sunny
garden at a leisurely, relaxed pace.

■ Adagio is a slow and stately tempo. It feels calm and steady, like a gentle breeze
blowing through the trees in the forest.

■ Moderato is a moderate, medium speed. Think of this as the tempo of a comfortable
walking pace—not too fast and not too slow.

■ Allegro is a fast, lively, and bright tempo. It is often used for cheerful music that
makes you want to dance or skip along.

■ Presto is a very fast tempo. It is the musical equivalent of a sprinting cheetah,
moving with great energy and speed!

Did you know? Did you know? A metronome is a special device that creates a steady click or pulse at a
precise speed. Musicians use it to practise keeping a consistent tempo, ensuring they don't speed up or
slow down accidentally while playing their favourite pieces!

Key vocabulary: Tempo · BPM (Beats Per Minute) · Largo · Adagio · Moderato · Allegro · Presto ·
Metronome
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