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Musical Journeys: Exploring World Music

Pack your bags and tune your ears—let's travel the world through sound!

■ World music is any music that is rooted in the traditions of a specific culture or
region, rather than being part of the modern global pop industry.

■ Many world music styles rely on oral traditions, meaning songs and techniques are
passed down from one generation to the next by listening and playing, rather than
reading sheet music.

■ Instruments like the djembe drum, the sitar, and the panpipes each create a unique
timbre, which is the specific 'colour' or quality of the sound they produce.

■ Rhythm is the heart of global music; complex time signatures and syncopated
beats are common in many traditional styles, encouraging dance and movement.

■ Music often plays a vital role in celebrations, religious ceremonies, and historical
storytelling, helping communities keep their shared history alive through song.

Did you know? Did you know? Music is found in every human culture on Earth! From the rhythmic drumming
patterns of West Africa to the soaring melodies of the Andes mountains, different regions use local materials
like bamboo, clay, and animal hides to create unique instruments that tell the story of their people.

Key vocabulary: Rhythm · Melody · Tradition · Instrumentation · Cultural heritage · Pentatonic scale
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