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Nova’s Material Match-Up Flashcards

Learning objective: To identify and describe the properties of everyday materials.

Read the front of the card. Think about the material. Flip the card over to see if you are right! Use the word bank if
you get stuck.

How do you describe a material that lets light pass
through it?

Transparent

How do you describe a material that does not let any
light through?

Opaque

What do we call a material that can bend easily without
breaking?

Flexible

What do we call a material that is stiff and does not
bend?

Rigid

What do we call a material that soaks up water like a
sponge?

Absorbent

What do we call a material that stops water from
getting through?

Waterproof

How do you describe a material that is attracted to a
magnet?

Magnetic

What word describes a material that is difficult to
scratch or dent?

Hard

What word describes a material that is easy to squash
or shape?

Soft

How do you describe a material that reflects light and
looks bright?

Shiny
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