BookFlik Art | Year 4

Autumnal Aesthetics: Exploring Contrast and Tone

Learning objective: To understand how to use complementary colors and varying tones to create
atmospheric seasonal art.

Use your knowledge of the color wheel and shading techniques to complete the tasks below. Zara the zebra
loves to experiment with patterns—try to incorporate some of her artistic flair into your answers.

In fall, the world is filled with high-contrast colors, such as the vibrant orange of pumpkins against the deep,
dark blues and purples of a twilight sky. By using complementary colors—those opposite each other on the
color wheel—artists can make their subjects pop. Adding depth through different tones of a single hue, or
using a silhouette to create mystery, helps convey the feeling of an fall evening.

Word bank: Contrast - Complementary - Hue - Saturation - Monochromatic - Silhouette - Atmospheric - Shade

1. Explain why an artist might choose to use complementary colors, such as orange and
blue, when painting a harvest scene. How does this impact the viewer's eye? (2 marks)

2. Define the term 'silhouette’. If you were to draw a spooky, leafless tree against a full
moon, how would you use color and shape to ensure the tree stands out? (2 marks)

3. Compare and contrast a 'monochromatic' color scheme with a 'polychromatic’ one.
Which one might you choose if you wanted your artwork to look more calm and unified? (2
marks)

4. Justify your answer: If you are drawing a pumpkin patch at dusk, why is it more effective
to use a dark, cool-toned background rather than a bright, warm-toned one? (2 marks)
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5. What might happen to the 'mood' of your artwork if you used only neon, bright colors
instead of muted, autumnal tones? Describe the change in atmosphere. (2 marks)

Draw: Zara the zebra is creating a pattern-filled fall scene. Draw a pumpkin sitting on a
garden wall. Use at least three different 'shades' of orange for the pumpkin and use a
'silhouette’ for the background, such as a twisted tree or a flying owl.

Extension challenge: Design a 'seasonal palette' for a piece of art that represents the transition from fall to
winter. Choose four colors and explain your choice by describing the atmosphere they create when placed
next to each other. How do these colors influence the viewer's emotions?
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