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Exploring the World of L.S. Lowry

Learning objective: To identify key characteristics of L.S. Lowry’s art style and discuss how he depicted industrial
life in Northern England.

Use these flashcards to test your knowledge of Lowry's techniques, subjects, and unique artistic perspective. Zara
the zebra loves how he uses patterns to show busy streets!

Who was L.S. Lowry?

An English artist famous for painting industrial scenes in
Northern England during the 20th century.

What are 'Matchstick Men' in Lowry's paintings?

The unique, simplified way Lowry painted people with thin,
stick-like bodies and large heads.

What type of environment did Lowry most often paint?

Urban, industrial landscapes featuring factories, terraced
houses, and chimneys.

Describe the color palette typically used by Lowry.

He used a limited palette of black, white, vermilion (red),
Prussian blue, and yellow ochre.

What is the 'background' of a Lowry painting?

The distance, usually filled with tall factory chimneys,
smoking mills, and grey skies.

Why did Lowry paint the sky in a pale, greyish white?

To represent the smog and smoke from the industrial
factories common in Northern towns at the time.

How did Lowry show 'perspective' in his work?

He often used a 'bird's-eye view' or a high vantage point to
show many streets and people at once.

Explain why Lowry’s paintings are important for
historians.

They provide a visual record of what daily life, work, and
housing looked like in industrial towns during his lifetime.

Compare and contrast Lowry’s crowd scenes with a
portrait of a single person.

Crowds represent the busy, collective energy of a
community, whereas a portrait focuses on the individual's

character and expression.

What might happen if Lowry had used bright, tropical
colors in his industrial scenes?

The paintings would lose their sombre, realistic
atmosphere and would not accurately convey the grittiness

of industrial life.

Justify why Lowry chose to simplify the human form.

By using 'matchstick' figures, he allowed the viewer to
focus on the movement of the crowd and the overwhelming

scale of the buildings rather than individual details.

Explain why Lowry is often called a 'naïve' artist, and
why this label is debated.

He is called 'naïve' because his figures look simple, like a
child's drawings, but this is debated because his

composition and use of light show highly skilled artistic
technique.
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