BookFlik Art | Year 4

Zara's Perspective Masterclass: Creating Depth in Art

Learning objective: To understand how to use one-point perspective, a horizon line, and a vanishing point to
create the illusion of depth on a two-dimensional surface.

Follow Zara the Zebra’'s guide to perspective. Use this template to plan your own 3D-style landscape.
Remember to place your vanishing point on the horizon line and ensure all receding lines connect to it to
make objects appear to shrink as they get further away.

Word bank: Vanishing point - Horizon line - Receding lines - Foreground - Background - Dimension -
Proportion - Convergence

1. The Horizon Line: Explain where you have placed your horizon line and justify why this
choice changes the viewer's perspective of the scene. (3 marks)

2. The Vanishing Point: Describe the path of your 'receding lines'. Why must these lines
meet at a single point to create a realistic effect? (3 marks)

3. Foreground vs. Background: Compare and contrast an object in your foreground with
one in your background. How does their size and detail differ? (4 marks)

4. Mathematical Precision: Max the Monkey says, 'lIf | double the distance of an object from
the viewer, it should appear exactly half the size." Is this always true in art? Justify your
answer. (4 marks)
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5. What might happen if you moved your vanishing point from the center of the page to the
far left corner? Explain the impact on the composition. (3 marks)

6. Artistic Critique: Evaluate your own work. Which part of your drawing creates the most
successful illusion of depth, and what technique did you use to achieve this? (3 marks)

Extension challenge: Design a 'Perspective Challenge' for a partner. Draw a simple 2D shape (like a
square or triangle) and ask them to use a ruler to transform it into a 3D object using a vanishing point of
their choice. Write a short paragraph explaining the geometric rules they must follow to succeed.
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