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Zara’s Printmaking Workshop: Exploring Patterns and
Presses

Learning objective: To understand the techniques, tools, and terminology used in printmaking, including relief
printing and monoprinting.

Read each flashcard carefully to learn about the art of printmaking. Use these cards to test your knowledge of how
artists create repeated patterns and images.

What is 'Relief Printing'?

A technique where the raised areas of a block are inked
and pressed onto paper to leave an impression.

What is a 'Brayer'?

A small hand-held roller used to spread ink evenly across a
surface or block.

What is a 'Matrix' in printmaking?

The original surface or block (such as wood, lino, or metal)
that is carved or prepared to hold the ink.

Define 'Impression'.

The final image or print that is transferred onto the paper
from the inked block or plate.

What is a 'Monoprint'?

A form of printmaking where only one unique print is
produced, often by painting directly onto a smooth plate

before pressing.

What does 'Registration' mean?

The process of carefully lining up the block and paper so
that colors or layers are perfectly positioned.

Why do artists use 'Texture' in printmaking?

To create visual interest or physical depth by using
materials like leaves, string, or cardboard to create raised

patterns.

What is the role of 'Ink' in printmaking?

The pigment-based substance applied to the matrix that
transfers onto the paper to create the final artwork.

Compare and contrast a 'Relief Print' and a 'Monoprint'.

A relief print allows for multiple identical copies from a
carved block, whereas a monoprint creates a single,

unique, non-repeatable image.

Explain why an artist might choose to use a soft
material like foam instead of wood for a relief block.

Foam is easier to cut or press into, making it ideal for
younger artists or for creating intricate, shallow textures

without needing sharp carving tools.

Justify why 'Registration' is essential when printing an
image with more than one color.

If the blocks are not perfectly aligned, the colors will
overlap incorrectly or leave gaps, ruining the intended

design.

What might happen if you apply too much pressure to
the brayer when inking your block?

Too much pressure might force the ink into the carved
grooves that are meant to stay white, causing the final print

to look messy or smudged.
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