BookFlik English | Year 4

Uncovering the Past: The Life of a Pioneer

Learning objective: To identify and analyze the key features of a biography, including chronological structure
and the use of third-person pronouns.

Read the biography of the trailblazing explorer, Captain Elara Vance, written by Pip the bookworm. Use the
information in the passage to answer the questions below, ensuring your responses are written in full
sentences.

Captain Elara Vance was born in 1912 in a small coastal village. From a young age, she was fascinated by the
tides and the secrets hidden beneath the waves. After studying navigation at university, she became the first
woman to captain a research vessel across the treacherous Northern Seas in 1945. Her crew often spoke of
her calm nature during storms, noting that she would always hum a steady melody to keep the team focused. In
1952, Elara discovered a rare species of bioluminescent jellyfish, which scientists named after her. She retired
in 1970, dedicating her final years to teaching young explorers. Her legacy continues today, as her detailed
journals remain the primary source for modern oceanographers studying climate change.

Word bank: chronological - biography - achievement - pioneer - legacy - anecdote - perspective

1. Identify two specific dates mentioned in the text. Why is it important for a biography to be
written in chronological order? (2 marks)

2. Explain why the author uses the third-person pronoun 'she' instead of 'I' throughout this
text. (2 marks)

3. Using evidence from the text, justify why Captain Elara Vance is considered a pioneer. (3
marks)

4. Compare and contrast the life of a sea captain in 1945 with the life of a student today. What
might be the biggest difference in their daily experiences? (3 marks)
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5. What might happen if a biographer decided to include only fictional events in their writing?
Would it still be considered a biography? Explain your answer. (3 marks)

Draw: Draw a scene from Captain Elara Vance's research vessel. Include at least three details
that show she is an explorer, such as maps, a compass, or the bioluminescent jellyfish she

discovered.

Extension challenge: Research a person who has made a significant contribution to science or history. Write
a short paragraph (5-8 sentences) about their life, ensuring you include at least one date, one major
achievement, and one interesting fact about their personality. Use a formal tone.
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