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Punctuation Perfection with Pip and Max

Learning objective: To use colons and semicolons to mark boundaries between independent clauses and to
introduce lists.

Read the story below carefully. Look for where Pip the caterpillar and Max the monkey have used colons and
semicolons. Then, answer the questions to show how well you understand these punctuation marks.

Pip the caterpillar and Max the monkey were getting ready for their woodland picnic. Max had packed the bag
with essential items: a juicy red apple, a crusty loaf of bread, and a jar of sweet honey. Pip looked at the heavy
bag and sighed; she knew it would be a long walk to the clearing. The weather was perfect for an adventure:
the sun was shining, the breeze was gentle, and the flowers were blooming. Max checked his map once more;
he wanted to make sure they did not get lost in the tall grass. They finally reached their favorite spot, and Pip
smiled at her friend: they had arrived just in time for lunch.

Word bank: colon · semicolon · independent clause · list · pause

1. Find the colon in the first paragraph used to introduce a list. Why is a colon used here
instead of a full stop? (2 marks)

2. Look at the sentence: 'Pip looked at the heavy bag and sighed; she knew it would be a long
walk to the clearing.' Why has a semicolon been used instead of a conjunction like 'because'?
(2 marks)

3. In the sentence 'The weather was perfect for an adventure: the sun was shining...', what is
the colon doing? Does it link two related clauses or introduce a list? (1 mark)

4. Rewrite this sentence using a semicolon to join the two related clauses: 'Max loves to count
his marbles. He keeps them in a small wooden box.' (2 marks)

5. Write your own sentence using a colon to introduce a list of three things you might find in a
pencil case. (2 marks)
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Draw: Draw Pip the caterpillar and Max the monkey sitting on a picnic blanket. Include a
speech bubble for Max saying: 'I have packed three things: a snack, a map, and a compass!'

Extension challenge: Write a short paragraph about your favorite hobby. Include at least one semicolon to
join two independent clauses and one colon to introduce a list of items you need for that hobby.
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