BookFlik English | Year 4

Mastering Punctuation: A Linguistic Challenge

Learning objective: To demonstrate precise understanding and application of Grade 3 punctuation, including
apostrophes for possession, commas in lists, and inverted commas for direct speech.

Read each question carefully. Ensure your handwriting is clear and your punctuation marks are placed
accurately within your sentences. Think carefully about the purpose of each mark.

Max the monkey was busy preparing for his math club. He packed his bag with a ruler, a protractor, a
compass, and a sharp pencil. 'l am ready to solve these puzzles!" he declared excitedly. He found Pip the
caterpillar's book near the oak tree. It was the caterpillar's favorite story, so Max decided to return it
immediately.

Word bank: Apostrophe - Possession - Inverted commas - Comma - Direct speech - Conjunction

1. Identify the two sentences in the passage that use an apostrophe for possession. Explain
why the apostrophe is placed where it is in those specific words. (2 marks)

2. Look at the sentence: 'He packed his bag with a ruler, a protractor, a compass, and a
sharp pencil." Why are commas used in this list, and what would happen to the clarity of the
sentence if they were removed? (3 marks)

3. Rewrite the following sentence by adding the missing inverted commas and a comma for
speech: Max shouted Look at the pattern on this leaf! (2 marks)

4. Explain the difference in meaning between these two sentences: 1. The monkeys
bananas were tasty. 2. The monkey's bananas were tasty. Justify your answer. (3 marks)

5. Change the following sentence into direct speech, ensuring you use the correct
punctuation for a dialogue tag: Nova said that she loved looking at the stars. (3 marks)
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6. Write a short paragraph (4-5 sentences) about an adventure involving Kit the fox. You
must include: one list with commas, one apostrophe for possession, and a piece of direct
speech correctly punctuated. (7 marks)

7. Compare and contrast the function of a full stop versus an exclamation mark. When
might a writer choose an exclamation mark over a full stop, and what effect does this have
on the reader? (5 marks)

Draw: Draw a scene where Max the monkey is organising his math equipment on a desk.
Add speech bubbles for Max and Pip, ensuring you use correct punctuation within the
bubbles.

Extension challenge: Imagine you are an editor for a children's book. A draft has been sent to you with
absolutely no punctuation. Write a persuasive paragraph explaining to the author why punctuation is the
most vital tool in a writer's kit. Total: /25
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