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Max’s Magnificent Punctuation Puzzle

Learning objective: To identify and understand the impact of punctuation marks on meaning and clarity in a
text.

Read the text carefully and answer the questions below. Think about how punctuation changes the tone of
the sentences.

Max the monkey sat in his treehouse, surrounded by stacks of paper. He was trying to finish his latest math
report, but he had a problem. He had forgotten to use any punctuation! His sentences were running into
each other like a tangled ball of string. 'I need to use full stops to show where a sentence ends,' Max
muttered, scratching his head. He looked at his notepad. Without an apostrophe, the word 'don’t' looked like
a strange, broken code. He carefully added a comma to create a gentle pause, allowing the reader to
breathe before finishing the thought. Suddenly, he remembered the most exciting part: the exclamation
mark! He added one to the end of his final sentence to show his joy. Max realized that punctuation was not
just a collection of tiny marks; it was the secret key to making his writing clear and expressive. With a final
flourish, he placed a question mark at the end of his inquiry, feeling very proud of his organized and tidy
work.

Word bank: apostrophe · conjunction · clarity · dialogue · exclamation · pause

1. Why did Max feel his sentences were like a 'tangled ball of string'? (2 marks)

2. List two specific punctuation marks that Max added to his report. (2 marks)

3. Explain why Max might have chosen to use an exclamation mark at the end of his report.
(2 marks)

4. What does the author mean when they describe punctuation as a 'secret key'? (3 marks)
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5. Do you agree with Max that punctuation is essential for writing? Justify your answer
using examples from the passage. (3 marks)

Draw: Draw Max the monkey in his treehouse, holding a giant pencil, with floating
punctuation marks like question marks and exclamation marks dancing around his head.

Extension challenge: Imagine you are writing a letter to a friend. Write three sentences without any
punctuation at all. Then, rewrite them correctly. Explain why the reader would find the second version
easier to understand. What might happen if a mystery story had no punctuation at all?
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