BookFlik English | Year5

Max’s Magnificent Punctuation Challenge

Learning objective: To accurately apply and identify Grade 4 punctuation including colons, semi-colons,
brackets, and dashes for parenthesis.

Help Max the monkey solve these punctuation puzzles! Read each question carefully and select the correct
option or provide the answer. Remember, precise punctuation makes your writing clear and professional.

Answer Key: 1.C, 2.True, 3.False, 4.Semi-colon, 5.B, 6.A, 7.C, 8.True, 9.Brackets, 10.B. Greater Depth
Explanations: 1. Max uses a colon to introduce a list. 2. Parenthesis adds extra info. 3. Semi-colons link two
related independent clauses. 4. Dashes are informal but effective for emphasis. 5. Apostrophes denote
possession or omission.

Word bank: Parenthesis - Colon - Semi-colon - Dash - Brackets - Comma - Relative Clause

1. 1. Which punctuation mark should Max use to introduce a list of ingredients for his fruit
salad? A) Full stop, B) Comma, C) Colon*, D) Apostrophe (1 mark)

2. 2. True or False: Parenthesis is used to add extra, non-essential information to a
sentence. (1 mark)

3. 3. True or False: You should always use a capital letter immediately after a semi-colon. (1
mark)

4. 4. Which punctuation mark is most appropriate for separating two independent but
closely related clauses? Answer: (2 mark)

5. 5. Identify the correctly punctuated sentence: A) The lion (Leo) roared. B) The lion (Leo)
roared!* C) The lion (Leo roared). D) The lion, Leo, roared. (1 mark)

6. 6. Which punctuation mark can be used in pairs to create a dramatic pause or emphasis?
A) Dashes*, B) Full stops, C) Commas, D) Question marks (1 mark)

7. 7. Where should the apostrophe go in this sentence: The monkeys tails were long. A) The
monkey's tails..., B) The monkeys tail's..., C) The monkeys' tails...*, D) The monkey's tail's...
(2 mark)

8. 8. True or False: Brackets are a form of parenthesis. (1 mark)
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9. 9. If Max wants to insert a quick side-note in his diary using curved lines, what is the
technical name for that punctuation? Answer: (1 mark)

10. 10. Choose the correct usage: A) | have three things: apples, pears; and bananas. B) |
have three things: apples, pears, and bananas.* C) | have three things; apples, pears, and
bananas. D) | have three things, apples: pears, and bananas. (1 mark)

Draw: Draw Max the monkey holding a giant punctuation sign (like a colon or a dash) in a
jungle classroom, surrounded by his friends Pip and Nova.

Extension challenge: Greater Depth Challenges: 1. Explain why a semi-colon might be preferred over a
conjunction like 'and' when joining two related sentences. 2. Compare and contrast the effect of using
brackets versus dashes for parenthesis in a creative story. 3. Justify your answer: Does the placement of
an apostrophe change the meaning of a sentence significantly? Give an example. 4. What might happen to
the clarity of a complex instruction manual if all punctuation were removed? 5. Write a short paragraph
about an adventure with Leo the lion, ensuring you include at least one colon, one pair of brackets, and
one semi-colon. 6. Why is it important for a writer to consider their audience when deciding between formal
punctuation (like colons) and informal punctuation (like dashes)?

Free resource from BookFlik - bookflik.com/resources Page 2




