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Exploring the Regions of the United Kingdom

Learning objective: To identify and describe the diverse regions of the United Kingdom and understand their
unique geographical characteristics.

Read the passage carefully and answer the questions using full sentences. Use your knowledge of UK
geography to help you.

The United Kingdom is a fascinating collection of countries, each boasting a unique landscape. Finn the
dolphin loves to swim along the jagged coastlines of Scotland, where the Highlands rise majestically into the
clouds. These northern regions are famous for their rugged mountains and deep, serene lochs. Traveling
south, the scenery shifts significantly. In the heart of England, you will find bustling urban centres like
London, where skyscrapers dominate the horizon. However, venture towards the west, and you discover the
rolling green hills of Wales. These areas are predominantly rural, offering a tranquil contrast to the busy city
streets. Northern Ireland, separated from Great Britain by the Irish Sea, features the dramatic Giant’s
Causeway, a site shaped by ancient volcanic activity. From the chalky white cliffs of the southern English
coast to the windswept islands of the north, the UK’s regions are defined by their distinct topography, history,
and climate. Whether it is a sleepy village in the Cotswolds or a vibrant metropolitan hub, every corner of the
UK provides a different perspective on our island nation.

Word bank: topography · peninsula · urban · rural · climate · landscape · coastline

1. According to the text, which geographical feature is found in Northern Ireland? (2 marks)

2. Where does the text suggest one might find a busy urban center? (2 marks)

3. Why might Finn the dolphin prefer the Scottish coastline over the middle of a large city?
(3 marks)

4. Explain why the landscape of Wales is described as a 'tranquil contrast' to London. (3
marks)
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5. If you were planning a trip to explore the UK's natural beauty, which region would you
choose and why? Justify your answer using evidence from the text. (4 marks)

Draw: Draw a map of the United Kingdom and label the four countries. Add a small
illustration to each country representing its unique landscape, such as a mountain for
Scotland or a tall building for England.

Extension challenge: Compare and contrast the lifestyle of someone living in a rural Welsh village versus
someone living in central London. What might happen if a large city was built in the middle of the Scottish
Highlands? Explain your reasoning.
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