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Trailblazers of History: Celebrating Black British Heritage

Step into the stories that shaped our nation—discover the heroes, the pioneers, and the
changemakers!

■ Walter Tull was not only a professional footballer but also one of the first Black
officers to lead white British soldiers into battle during the First World War, showing
immense courage.

■ Ignatius Sancho was a writer and composer who became the first known person of
African descent to vote in a British general election in the 18th century.

■ Claudia Jones was a journalist and activist who founded the first major Black
British newspaper, The West Indian Gazette, and helped start the tradition of the
Notting Hill Carnival.

■ Lenny Henry has used his platform not only to entertain millions through comedy
but to tirelessly champion diversity and fundraising for those in need across the
globe.

■ Historical records show that people of African and Caribbean heritage have been
part of British life for centuries, working as doctors, artists, soldiers, and scholars.

Did you know? Did you know that Mary Seacole, a brilliant businesswoman and nurse, travelled all the way
from Jamaica to the Crimean War to provide comfort and care to soldiers? She even opened her own
'British Hotel' to ensure the wounded were looked after, proving that kindness and bravery know no borders!

Key vocabulary: Contribution · Pioneer · Heritage · Resilience · Inspiration · Legacy · Diversity
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