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Celebrating Black History: Voices of Courage and
Change

Step into the story: Honor the past, inspire the future!

■ Mary Seacole was a pioneering nurse who travelled to the Crimean War at her own
expense to care for wounded soldiers, establishing the 'British Hotel' to provide
comfort and medicine.

■ Walter Tull was a professional footballer who became the first Black officer to lead
white troops into battle during the First World War, showing immense bravery and
leadership.

■ The Windrush generation refers to the people who arrived in Britain from the
Caribbean between 1948 and 1971, helping to rebuild the country's public services
and culture after the Second World War.

■ Olaudah Equiano was an influential writer and abolitionist who lived in the 18th
century, using his autobiography to show the world the injustice of the slave trade.

■ Black history is not just about the past; it is a celebration of modern innovators,
artists, scientists, and leaders who continue to shape our world today.

Did you know? Did you know? Black History Month was first celebrated in the UK in 1987! It was organized
by Akyaaba Addai-Sebo, a special projects officer for the Greater London Council, who wanted to ensure
that the contributions of Black people to British history were acknowledged and celebrated throughout the
year.

Key vocabulary: Legacy · Pioneering · Contribution · Courage · Resilience · Inspiration · Equality ·
Advocacy
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