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Music Masters: A Journey Through Composition

Learning objective: To evaluate understanding of musical structure, the roles of composers, and the
emotional impact of orchestral works.

Read each question carefully. Use your musical vocabulary to provide detailed, thoughtful answers. Max is
looking for logical reasoning, and Zara wants you to think about the patterns in the music!

Composers are the architects of sound. Using a system of notation, they arrange melodies, rhythms, and
harmonies to create musical stories. Throughout history, composers have used variations in dynamics
(volume) and tempo (speed) to influence how an audience feels. By choosing specific instruments for an
orchestra, a composer can make a piece sound light and airy or heavy and dramatic.

Word bank: Orchestra · Tempo · Dynamics · Pitch · Composer · Rhythm · Melody · Texture · Notation

1. Define the role of a 'composer' in your own words. Why is their work essential to an
orchestra? (2 marks)

2. If a composer wants to create a sense of mystery or suspense, how might they adjust the
dynamics and tempo? Explain your reasoning. (3 marks)

3. Compare and contrast a fast, staccato melody with a slow, legato (smooth) melody. How
does each affect the listener's mood? (4 marks)

4. Identify two musical elements that a composer might change to represent a thunderstorm
in a piece of music. (2 marks)

5. Justify why a composer might choose to use a brass instrument, such as a trumpet,
instead of a woodwind instrument, like a flute, for a heroic musical theme. (4 marks)
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6. Imagine you are writing a piece of music about a busy marketplace. Describe how you
would use different sections of the orchestra to represent the hustle and bustle of the
people. (5 marks)

7. What might happen to the 'message' of a piece of music if the conductor decided to play
it at half the speed intended by the composer? Explain your answer. (5 marks)

Draw: Zara the zebra loves patterns! Draw a visual representation of a 'crescendo' (getting
louder) using shapes, lines, or colors to show how the sound grows in intensity.

Extension challenge: Total: /25. Imagine you have been commissioned to compose a short piece of music
for a film about a brave explorer. Write a paragraph explaining which instruments you would choose, the
tempo you would set, and the specific emotions you want your audience to feel. Justify your creative
choices.
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