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Max’s Musical Masterpieces: The Art of Composition

Unleash your inner maestro and compose a melody that tells a story!

■ A melody is a sequence of musical notes that are satisfying to listen to; composers
create these by deciding the pitch and duration of each sound.

■ Rhythm is the pattern of long and short sounds in music, often organized into a
steady beat that acts as the heartbeat of a composition.

■ Dynamics refer to the volume of the music, ranging from 'piano' (quiet) to 'forte'
(loud), which helps a composer convey specific emotions.

■ Structure is the overall plan of a piece of music, such as the verse-chorus form,
which helps the listener follow the musical journey.

■ An ostinato is a short, rhythmic or melodic pattern that is repeated throughout a
section of music to create a catchy, driving foundation.

Did you know? Did you know that some composers, like Max the monkey, use 'graphic notation' to write
music? Instead of standard notes, they use symbols, colors, and shapes to represent sounds, allowing
anyone to compose a piece of music without needing to read traditional sheet music!

Key vocabulary: Melody · Rhythm · Tempo · Pitch · Structure · Ostinato · Dynamics
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