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Max’s Musical Dynamics: The Art of Volume

Master the Music: From a Gentle Whisper to a Roaring Crescendo!

■ Dynamics are the musical markings that tell a performer how loudly or softly a
piece of music should be played.

■ A 'crescendo' is a symbol that indicates the music should gradually get louder, like
Max the monkey cheering faster as he solves a tricky puzzle.

■ A 'diminuendo' is the opposite of a crescendo, instructing the musician to gradually
make the sound softer.

■ The term 'Mezzo' is often added to Italian terms, such as 'Mezzo-forte', which means
'moderately loud'.

■ Dynamics create emotion in music; a sudden change from quiet to loud can
surprise the listener and make the music feel more exciting.

Did you know? Did you know? The word 'piano' literally means 'soft' in Italian, while 'forte' means 'strong' or
'loud'. Composers use these words like a secret code to tell musicians exactly how much energy to put into
every single note they play!

Key vocabulary: Dynamics · Piano · Forte · Crescendo · Diminuendo · Mezzo · Volume
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