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Max’s Musical Notation Masterclass

Learning objective: To identify, draw, and explain the function of musical symbols and notation in a
composition.

Max the monkey is busy turning the rhythm of the jungle into a musical score. Use this template to document
your own musical composition. Fill in the sections to show how you would write down the music for others to
play.

Word bank: Stave · Treble clef · Minim · Crotchet · Quaver · Bar line · Time signature · Tempo · Pitch ·
Rhythm

1. The Musical Stave: Describe what a stave is and explain why it is essential for organising
musical notes correctly. (3 marks)

2. Rhythmic Values: Compare a crotchet and a minim. How many crotchets are needed to
equal the duration of one minim? Justify your reasoning. (3 marks)

3. Time Signatures: Explain what a 4/4 time signature tells a musician about the structure of
a bar of music. (2 marks)

4. Creative Composition: If you were to write a piece of music to represent a thunderstorm,
what symbols would you choose to indicate a fast tempo and loud volume? Explain your
choices. (4 marks)
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5. Analytical Thinking: What might happen if a composer forgot to include bar lines in their
notation? Explain the impact this would have on a musician reading the piece. (4 marks)

6. Symbol Design: Create a new musical symbol of your own. Name it, draw it, and explain
exactly what instruction it gives to the performer. (4 marks)

Extension challenge: Challenge: Compose a short rhythm sequence of eight beats on a stave. Once
finished, play your sequence using a household object as a percussion instrument. Evaluate your
composition: did the rhythm sound the way you intended it to look on the page? How could you improve
the clarity of your notation?
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